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Implementation of LIFE in Italy: an overview

 Since 1992, a total of 946 projects have been co-

financed in Italy by the LIFE programme (including 4

integrated projects): around 17% of the EU total.

 These projects represent a total investment of €

1.731 million (EU contribution: € 850.5 million).

Italy and Spain are the main beneficiaries of LIFE programme!



Implementation of LIFE in Italy: an overview

LIFE projects in Italy (number): breakdown by priority area

Source: LIFE Programme - Country Factsheet - Italy. European Commission. Last update: 28/05/21. 



Implementation of LIFE in Italy: an overview

Investments in LIFE projects in Italy (€ million): breakdown by priority area

Source: LIFE Programme - Country Factsheet - Italy. European Commission. Last update: 28/05/21. 



4 Integrated projects (IPs, now SPs):

 LIFE GESTIRE 2020 - Nature Integrated Management to 2020 (LIFE14 IPE/IT/000018):
www.naturachevale.it/il-progetto/life-gestire-2020

 LIFE PREPAIR - Po regions engaged to policies of air (LIFE15 IPE/IT/000013):
www.lifeprepair.eu

 LIFEalps - Zero Emission Services for a Decarbonised Alpine Economy (LIFE17 IPC IT 000005):
www.life-alps.eu

 LIFE IMAGINE UMBRIA - Integrated MAnagement and Grant Investments for the N2000
NEtwork in Umbria (LIFE19 IPE/IT/000015): www.lifeimagine.eu

LIFE in ItaliaImplementation of LIFE in Italy: an overview

http://www.naturachevale.it/il-progetto/life-gestire-2020
http://www.lifeprepair.eu/
http://www.life-alps.eu/
http://www.lifeimagine.eu/


Implementation of LIFE in Italy: an overview

LIFE projects 2014-2017 (number): distribution per type of beneficiary



The Italian LIFE NCP Unit: our activities

Support on technical and administrative issues for the
preparation of proposals :

 Answering inquiries from applicants by telephone
and by e-mail (Telephone and E-mail Helpdesk);

 Bilateral meetings (also online) with applicants
aimed at improving the project proposals
technically and/or from a formal point of view;

 Partner for LIFE researching activities;

 Translation into Italian language of some LIFE
reference documents (such as the “General Model
Grant Agreement”).

Support activities for the applicants



The Italian LIFE NCP Team: our activities 

Organisation of events

 National LIFE Info Days, attended by representatives
of EC, EASME (now CINEA), NEEMO EEIG - Timesis
(the external monitoring team of the EC) and some
Italian LIFE beneficiaries who describe the
experiences of their projects. During the LIFE Info
Days, the features and priorities of the LIFE sub-
programmes are illustrated. Last national LIFE Info
Day: Rome, 8th May 2018.

 Workshops/Platform meetings (for example:
1. Workshop “Best practices for managing water
resources and protecting the marine environment:
the contribution of the LIFE projects”, organised
within the event “Aquae Venezia 2015”, the
international exhibition dedicated to water, a Side
event of Expo Milano 2015 - Venice, 20th October
2015; 2. “LIFE platform meeting on ceramic and
brick manufacturing” - Sassuolo, 11st April 2017).



The Italian LIFE NCP Team: our activities 

Organisation of events 

Writing Workshops, organised in
collaboration with EASME (now CINEA), and
Neemo EEIG - Timesis: seminars for applicants
who have already started to prepare a
proposal; these seminars represent an
opportunity to deepen the most common
mistakes made in the drafting of project
proposals, in order to improve their quality.

Writing Workshop 2016
La Sapienza University, Rome (22ndJune 2016)

Writing Workshop 2017
La Sapienza University, Rome (26th June 2017)

Writing Workshop 2019
La Sapienza University, Rome (6th May 2019)



The Italian LIFE NCP Team: our activities 

Participating in events

Participation in:

 Fairs or similar events (for example: the green
technologies expo, ECOMONDO, which takes place in
Rimini in autumn of each year);

Workshops/Conferences/Seminars organised by
the Italian LIFE beneficiaries in order to present the
objectives and the activities of their projects;

 LIFE projects’ Final Conferences, organised by the
Italian beneficiaries in order to disseminate the
results of their projects;

 Events organised by stakeholders (regional and
local authorities, universities, etc.) to learn more
about the features of LIFE Programme and the
modalities for participation in it.



The Italian LIFE NCP Team: our activities 

The Italian LIFE NCP Team takes part in the
projects’ monitoring visits carried out by NEEMO
EEIG - Timesis, in order:

 to know the projects’ actions and the results
achieved;

 to promote the dissemination of projects’
results through the Italian Ministry for the
Ecological Transition’s website (see the “Project of
the month” initiative) and social networks such as
Twitter and Instagram.

Partecipating in projects’ monitoring visits



The Italian LIFE NCP Team: our activities 

Communication and dissemination activities

A significant part of the Italian LIFE NCP Team’s activities is
dedicated to the beneficiaries, in order to communicate the
objectives and the actions of their projects and to reinforce
the dissemination of the technical information about these
projects (including the results).

These communication and dissemination initiatives are also
aimed at facilitating the exchange of best practices
developed by LIFE projects among the various Italian
beneficiaries and between these beneficiaries and the
stakeholders.



The Italian LIFE NCP Team: our activities 

Communication and dissemination activities

The website

The website of the Italian Ministry for the Ecological
Transition is the main tool for communication and
dissemination activities.

Since 2007 the Italian LIFE NCP Team earmarked a wider space
within the web portal of the Ministry in order to promote both
the LIFE programme and the Italian LIFE projects.

www.mite.gov.it/pagina/life-2014-2020



The Italian LIFE NCP Team: our activities 

Communication and dissemination activities

Particular importance is also given to the Social networks:

Twitter@LIFEprogrammeIT 

Instagram: ncp_life_it



The Italian LIFE NCP Team: our activities 

Communication and dissemination activities

“Project of the month”

Every month in the website section “Project of the month”
we propose the deepening of a different project.

This section - enhanced by photos, figures and hyperlinks to
documents or other outputs - offers the opportunity to
present the environmental or climate problem which is the
starting point of the project, the project’s features and
actions, the context in which the activities are carried out,
the environmental or climate solutions found.

The goal of this communication initiative is to promote the
dissemination of best practices, technologies and
methodologies developed by the projects and to encourage
their replication.

The contents of this section are set on the basis of the
contributions we receive by beneficiaries whose projects
have been subjected to a monitoring visit.



The Italian LIFE NCP Team: our activities 

Publications of monographs on LIFE projects

“3 country monographs”:

“The success of LIFE Environment Programme in

Italy: examples of innovative solutions replicated at

national level” (2010);

“The LIFE+ Programme and the National Rural

Network. An opportunity for discussing and studying

the environmental priorities of rural development

policies through LIFE+ projects” (2012);

“The experiences of LIFE+ Environment projects -

Best practices in the territories of Italian regions

eligible for funding from the Structural Funds under

the convergence objective” (2014).

Communication and dissemination activities



The Italian LIFE NCP Team: our activities

Activities for the complementarity

The Italian LIFE NCP Team – which operates within the Office of the Ministry for the Ecological
Transition in charge of “Cohesion Policy and EU financial instruments” – helps this Office to carry
on some important activities aimed at ensuring complementarity between the LIFE Programme
on one hand, and the European Funds and other financial instruments linked to environmental
and climate objectives on the other hand.



The Italian LIFE NCP Team: our activities

Complementarity with the European Regional Development Fund (ERFD):

 The Italian LIFE NCP Team has contributed to implement actions aimed at supporting
Calabria Region in accessing best practices developed through a high-quality LIFE
project: ARUPA - “Urgent protection actions for amphibians and reptiles in the Matera
Gravina” (LIFE08 NAT/IT/000372).

 Interventions inspired by LIFE ARUPA have been realized by Calabria Region through
financial resources of the 2014-2020 ERDF Regional Operational Programme (ROPs).

Activities for the complementarity



The Italian LIFE NCP Team: our activities

Complementarity with the European Regional Development Fund (ERFD) and the
European Social Fund (ESF):

 Following the same approach, the Italian LIFE NCP Team is going to continue to help to transfer
to some Italian Regions the best practices and innovative environmental and climate-related
“solutions” developed by LIFE projects in the context of the 2014-2020 National Operational
Programme on “Governance and Institutional Capacity” (co-funded both through the ERDF and
the ESF).

 More specifically, this happens within the “cross-cutting” line of action (LQS) of the project
“Mettiamoci in RIGA - Integrated Enhancement of Environmental Governance”, focused on the
full exploitation of the tool “The Knowledge Platform”.

Activities for the complementarity

www.mettiamociinriga.minambiente.it

http://www.mettiamociinriga.minambiente.it/


The Italian LIFE NCP Team: our activities

Complementarity with the European Regional Development Fund (ERFD) and the European
Social Fund (ESF):

 To date, within the LQS line of action of the project “Mettiamoci in RIGA”, 3 Memorandums of
Understanding have been signed between the Italian Ministry of the Ecological Transition and
the regional Authorities of Toscana, Lazio and Liguria for the replication of best practices and
innovative solutions developed by 3 LIFE projects and 1 Horizon 2020 project.

 Financial options for replication activities: own regional resources, residual regional resources
under 2014-2020 ERDF ROPs or regional allocations of the structural funds 2021-2027.

Activities for the complementarity



The Italian LIFE NCP Team: our activities

Complementarity with the the European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development ( EAFRD)

 The Italian Ministry for the Ecological Transition is partner of several projects implemented
through the 2014-2020 Rural National Network Programme (co-funded through the EAFRD),
including the one focused on “Complementarity between the LIFE Programme and rural
development policies”, which envisages the direct involvement of the Italian LIFE NCP Team.
Activities carried out to date:

 1 Workshop to deepen 6 LIFE projects focused on sustainability agriculture, forestry and
agro-food industry (Rome, 14th February 2019);

 Project sheets describing other 12 LIFE projects focused on the same topics published on a
devoted web section.

 Furthermore, representatives of the Italian LIFE NCP Team participate in the Monitoring
Committees of 8 regional Rural Development Programmes (RDPs) for the programming period
2014-2020.

Activities for the complementarity



The Italian LIFE NCP Team: our activities

Activities for the complementarity

“The Knowledge Platform - Best practices for the Environment and Climate Action” is
the main tool of the Italian Ministry of the Ecological Transition to implement the
foreseen activities for the complementarity

(not just regarding the LIFE Programme!)

The role of the “The Knowledge Platform”:



The “Knowledge Platform”

What is it?

The “Knowledge Platform” is an online resource
(“dynamic website”) – connected to the web-portal of
the Italian Ministry for the Ecological Transition –
collecting best practices and innovative “solutions”
developed within the framework of projects co-
funded in Italy (during the programming periods
2007-2013 and 2014-2020) under EU Programmes
and Initiatives such as LIFE, CIP Eco Innovation, CIP
IEE, FP7, Horizon 2020, Interreg Alpine Space.

Only projects coordinated by Italian beneficiaries are included in the KP!



The “Knowledge Platform”

www.pdc.minambiente.it (Italian version)
www.pdc.minambiente.it/en (English version)

The website

http://www.pdc.minambiente.it/
http://www.pdc.minambiente.it/en


The “Knowledge Platform”

What is the objective?

The main goal of the “Knowledge Platform” is to share best practices
and innovative “solutions” for environmental protection and climate
action implemented in Italy with the support of EU financial
resources, and to promote their replication also in order to improve
the effectiveness of public funding.

Who are the users?

The “Knowledge Platform” is for all public and private entities which
plan to invest in the environment protection/climate action using
replicable methods, techniques, models and approaches that have
already been successfully tested/proven in Italy at national, regional or
local level.

The tool provides the opportunity for those who have developed best
practices and innovative “solutions” to network with all “actors” willing
to replicate these.

SMEs

Universities Parks

PA

Third  SectorResearch 
centers



The “Knowledge Platform”

What does it contain?

The “Knowledge Platform” currently includes best
practices and innovative “solutions” from 157 projects.

The projects are grouped into 8 thematic areas: Nature
and Biodiversity (32), Water (15), Urban environment
(17), Energy (13), Soil (6), Resources efficiency (20),
Waste (24) and Climate (30).

For each project a “project sheet” describes the results
achieved and the main deliverables produced
(guidelines, handbooks, software, etc.). The “project
sheets” are useful working tools for all those interested
in replicating the best practices and innovative
“solutions” collected in the “Knowledge Platform” .

157 project sheets
(related to 5 EU Programmes 

and Initiatives)

The «Knowledge Platform»



The “Knowledge Platform”

Project sheet: an example



The “Knowledge Platform”

The App.



The “Knowledge Platform”

The Newsletter



The “Knowledge Platform”



The Italian LIFE NCP Team in the context of LIFE CAP projects

Study visit/study tour to LIFE projects in Italy: Hungary 1 (LIFE “Climate” Team) - 2016



The Italian LIFE NCP Team in the context of LIFE CAP projects

Study visit/study tour to LIFE projects in Italy: Slovenia - 2017



The Italian LIFE NCP Team in the context of LIFE CAP projects

Study visit/study tour to LIFE projects in Italy: Bulgaria - 2017



The Italian LIFE NCP Team in the context of LIFE CAP projects

Study visit/study tour to LIFE projects in Italy: Croatia 1 (LIFE NAT, BIO projects) - 2017



The Italian LIFE NCP Team in the context of LIFE CAP projects

Study visit/study tour to LIFE projects in Italy: Cyprus + Greece - 2017



The Italian LIFE NCP Team in the context of LIFE CAP projects

Study visit/study tour to LIFE projects in Italy: Lithuania - 2018



The Italian LIFE NCP Team in the context of LIFE CAP projects

Study visit/study tour to LIFE projects in Italy: Hungary 2 (LIFE “Nature” Team) - 2018



The Italian LIFE NCP Team in the context of LIFE CAP projects

Study visit/study tour to LIFE projects in Italy: Hungary 3 (LIFE “Environment” Team) - 2018



The Italian LIFE NCP Team in the context of LIFE CAP projects

Study visit/study tour to LIFE projects in Italy: Croatia 2 (LIFE ENV, ESC and IPE projects) - 2018



The Italian LIFE NCP Team in the context of LIFE CAP projects

 Participation in the “LIFE Capacity Building Networking Workshop”, organised by the Hungarian
Ministry of Agriculture under the project “LIFECapHUN - LIFE14 CAP/HU/00010” (Budapest, 22nd - 23rd

November 2016);

Participation in the “NCP - networking & experience exchange workshop”, organised by the Croatian
Ministry of Environmental and Nature Protection under the project “HR NCP - MENP - LIFE14
CAP/HR/00001” (Zagreb, 7th - 9th December 2016);

Participation in the “LIFE international networking conference”, organised by the Slovenian Ministry
of the Environment and Spatial Planning under the project “LIFE CB SI - LIFE14 CAP/SI/000012”
(Ljubljana, 25th - 26th May 2017);

 Participation in the “Malta LIFE Unit Information Session”, organized by the Maltese Ministry for
Sustainable Development, the Environment and Climate change (MSDEC) under the project “Increase
LIFE ! - Increasing Malta’s participation in LIFE- LIFE14 CAP/MT/000005” (St. Julians, 26th January 2018);

 Participation in the “LIFE Networking Event 2021/Final Conference
of the project CYCLamEn” (LIFE14 CAP/CY/000006), organised by the LIFE CYCLamEn Team (Live
streaming experience sharing event, Nicosia, 3rd November 2021).

Other events …



Answering some Cypriot LIFE Team’s questions

 In Italy LIFE Programme is the main source of funding for environmental-nature
protection and climate action (no financial resources under Cohesion Fund-CF; no National
Operational Programme for “Environment and Climate” under ERFD).

 Furthermore, LIFE Programme ensures significant synergies with other
EU/National/Regional programmes (especially with RDPs) and contributes to increase the
public and private sector’s capacity for integration and mainstreaming of environmental-
nature and climate objectives into (other) policies.

 Since 1992, LIFE projects have contributed to the development and demonstration of
many policy approaches, interventions, innovative solutions and technologies suitable for
replication at larger scale or for transfer to other sectors.

 LIFE projects have provided a great support for the development, implementation and
management of the Natura 2000 network, including the drafting of Priority Action
Frameworks (PAFs) by the Italian Regions: as regards to the latter, see the projects
GESTIRE (LIFE11 NAT/IT/000044), SUN LIFE (LIFE13 NAT/IT/000371) and PAN LIFE (LIFE13
NAT/IT/001075).

What are the benefits for Italy from LIFE Programme and projects?



Answering some Cypriot LIFE Team’s questions

Some examples:

 LIFE NO.WA - “No Waste” (LIFE10 ENV/IT/000307): the Italian Ministry for the
Ecological Transition formed a working group which used the results of the project
for the adoption of the waste prevention policy with the “National Waste
Prevention Program” based on incentives to stop discarding unsold food, promoting
food redistribution.

 LIFE RE Mida - “Innovative Methods for Residual Landfill Gas Emissions Mitigation in
Mediterranean Regions” (LIFE14 CCM/IT/000464): the project had the opportunity to
provide concrete indications for the update of the EU regulation concerning the
management of biogas with low calorific content. Notably, the demonstration of
technical and economic viability of methods of passive oxidation for the landfill
biogas, by the time the biogas production become poor in methane, could allow
upgrading the BAT on this field and the legislation at different levels. In this regard,
LIFE RE Mida aimed to contribute, with a bottom-up approach, to the technical
upgrading of Directive 1999/31/EC (“Landfill Directive”).

How Italian LIFE projects have impacted the policy uptake?



Answering some Cypriot LIFE Team’s questions

 Italian partners participate in many transnational LIFE projects, particularly in “traditional” projects
focused on nature conservation and biodiversity; for example: projects aimed at setting up a pan-
Alpine ecological network; projects aimed at coordinating trans-boundary wolf conservation actions
in the Alps (in Italy, France and Slovenia).

 Furthermore, LIFE IPs (now SPs) represent another great opportunity to carry out and strengthen
the transnational cooperation among EU Member States on environment and climate issues; for
example: the project PREPAIR (LIFE15 IPE/IT/000013) proposes to establish a permanent networking
structure focused on “improvement of air quality” that involves the environmental agencies of the
Po Valley and of the eastern border regions and Northern Adriatic basin, such as Slovenia.

 Examples of transnational LIFE projects involving Italy and Cyprus and addressing various topics:
ORGANIKO LIFE+ (LIFE14 CCM/CY/000990) on organic farming in the context of climate change
mitigation; LIFE UrbanProof (LIFE15 CCA/CY/000086) on “resilience of municipalities to climate
change”; LIFE B.R.A.V.E.R. (LIFE15 ENV/IT/000509) on “EMAS”; LIFECAB (LIFE16 ENV/IT/000179) on
“biowaste management”; LIFE GREEN GRAPES (LIFE16 ENV/IT/000566) on “sustainable viticulture”;
LIFECALLIOPE (LIFE17 NAT/IT/000565) on “protection of coastal dunes, sublittoral sandbanks and
marine reefs”; LIFE EBP (LIFE19 ENV/IT/000004) on “bio-based products obtained from municipal
biowaste”.

Which opportunities for EU transnational cooperation within LIFE?



The Italian LIFE NCP Team: about us 

Ministry for the Ecological Transition - Administration in charge of the Italian LIFE NCP

Italian LIFE Committee member: Mr. Alessandro Zagarella

LIFE NCP staff:

 Ms. Stefania Betti 

 Mr. Federico Benvenuti

 Ms. Simonetta Pulicati 

Phone: +39 06/57228252 - 57228150 - 57228274
E-mail: life@mite.gov.it

References and contacts

mailto:life@minambiente.it
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